
Composting Sod and Weeds That Spread By Roots

Roots and rhizomes

Weeds lhat sþread through roots or rhizomes, ctttd sod

strÌþped.fi'ont a, laun un onþ be composted in contpleteþt

couered piles, Tlie roots of these plants (including quackgræs,

morning-glory blackberry buttercup and iv,v) willsprcut ancl

spLead through home compost piles unless light is completely

excluded. Soclpiles may take six months to two years to con-

ple tely decompose anil killspreading loots, depending on the

noislure ancl nutrient content, and types of weeds added.

Vegetative weeds

Sma,ll uolu.tnat of uegeh.til,eb, sprearl,i,t'tg weed,ç ccttt be

comþostedin rnty sltstem that ffictiuely exchtd,es Lighl and

preuents their groutth. A coverect garbage can or extLa thick

black plætic bag can be usecl as a weed holcling pile. it may

take a yeaL or longet to kill these aggressive weeds.

A

Do not put flowers or seed heads

of any weeds into sod piles.

Weed seeds can only be killed by

the high, uniform temperatures
achieved in a large compost pile.

Large quantit¡es of weeds

To contþost ktrge quantitiæ of stripped sod or roots ar¿d

rhi.zonteç of spreøding weed"t

1. Locate pile in a shady spot ii possible, such as on the

north side of a fence or builcling.

2. Stack fLesh cut sod, r00[s up, in a compact pile.

3. Make sure each layer is lhorough\,moist. If sod is dry

use a garden hose with spray head to wet each layer as

the pile is built.

4. If the sod is already broum, or includes a thìcl< layer

of thatch, ryrinkle each layeL with a high nitlogen

fertllizer such æ larvn feLtilizer tuílhoul herbi,cide,

blood meal, cottonseed meal, 0r urea, [Jse about

1 pound of actual nittogen for a one cr-rbic ¡'ard pile-
3' x3' x3 , (8 pounds of blood meal, 15 pouncls of

cottonseed mea[, or 2 por"rnds of urea.)

5. Cover the entire pile (inclucling the sicLeÐ witli hear.y

(6 mil thick) black pl'astic. ùlultiple lavers of plastic

help retaln moisture, SecuLe the cover thoroughly by

laying rocks or bricks on the edges all aLound the pile,
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